The first crane fly (Diptera: Tipuloidea) fossil discovered in the Upper Jurassic Talbragar Fish Bed in Australia is described and illustrated. Eotipula grangeri sp. nov., described from a single specimen, is assigned to the family Limoniidae based primarily on the conformation of wing veins. It is the second and oldest record of Limoniidae from Australia, and the first of Jurassic age from the southern hemisphere.
Introduction
The Talbragar Fish Bed near Gulgong, New South Wales, was first discovered by Arthur Lowe in 1889 and, while best known for its fish fossils (Woodward 1895; Wade 1941; Bean 2006) and conifers (Walkom 1921; White 1981) , it has in recent years also yielded a considerable number of invertebrate fossils ( The fossil record of Lower Diptera in Australia is not extensive. Three species of Late Triassic age have been described from Queensland (Evans 1971; Kovalev 1983; Blagoderov 1999; Lukashevich & Shcherbakov 1999) ,
